


IFYOUR

SMOKE DETECTOR

DOESN T WORK PROPERLY,
THE SILENCE COULD BE
DEADLY'!

Test your smoke
alarm as least once
a month. Push the

the test button or
blow smoke into
the detector.

Clean your alarm
at least once a
year. Vacuum out
the dust and
cob-webs that
have accumulated.

Replace the battery
twice a year.

“Change Your Clocks-
Change Your Batteries”
Replace your smoke
alarm every ten years.

Is there more than one type of smoke alarm?
There are two types of smoke alarms
designed for homes. One type is called an
ionization alarm because it uses ions,
or electrically charged particles, to detect
smoke in the air. Smoke particles entering
the sensing chamber change the electrical
balance of the air. The greater amount of
smoke, the higher the electrical imbalance.
The horn will sound when the electrical
imbalance reaches a preset level.

The other type of alarmis called photoelectric
because its sensing chamber uses a beam
of light and a light sensor. The sensing
chamber is designed so that the light beam
does not strike the sensor, but smoke
particles entering the chamber de ect the
light onto the sensor. The greater amount of
smoke entering the chamber, the more light
will be de ected onto the sensor. The alarm
sounds when the amount of light hitting the
sensor reaches a preset level.

When do | need to replace my smoke alarm?
Just like any other electrical appliance, the
components of smoke alarms wear out over
time. When a smoke alarm reaches 10 years
of use, the potential of failing to detecta re
increases substantially.

HELP SAVE YOUR
LIFE & PROPERTY
FROM FIRE:

Contact your local re department or the Division
of State Fire Marshal for additional information

on re prevention and re safety.
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