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How To Transfer aLiquor Permit

“1 would liketoapply for aliquor permit
in an areain which thereareno new liquor
permits available under the quota system.
Arethereany other options| can pursuein
order toobtain apermit?’

Theansweris “yes’. Many timesbusinesses
whicharefor sdeholdliquor permit privilegeswhich
can betransferred to another business. Businesses
for sdethat indudeliquor permit privilegesareoften
advertisedinloca newspapersandindustry trade
publications. But remember, apermit alonecan-
not be purchased. The transaction must include
other assets such as stock and inventory, tables
and chairs, or other equipment.

Therearesix typesof transfer transactions:

1. Transfer of ownership at the samelocation;

2. Trandfer of location of an existing business,

3. Transfer of ownershipandlocation;

4. Transfer of ownership and location out of
safekeeping;

5. Transfer of sharesof stock inacorpora-
tion;

6. Transfer of membershipinterestinalimited
liability company (LLC).

Applications may be obtained by
contacting the Ohio Department of Com-
merce, Divison of Liquor Control’sLicensing
Office at 6606 Tussing Rd., P.O. Box 4005,
Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068-9005 (614/644-
2431), or from the Division’s web site at
www.com.ohio.gov/ligr.

Each application includesinstructionsasto
thetype of documentsneeded to processthat trans-
action. A $100 non-refundable processing feeis
charged for filing each transfer gpplication.

Sepsin Processing Transfer Applications

1. Notification is sent to the legislative
authority and police department of the
politica subdivisonfor whichtheapplication
isfiled. Legidativeauthoritiesincludethecity
council of an incorporated city or the
township trustees and county commissioners
of anunincorporated area.

2. Notification of any transfer of ownership
issent to the Ohio Department of Taxation.
No transfers are approved until the
Department of Taxation notifiesthe Division
of Liquor Control that all taxesare current.

3. Natificationof any transfer whichinvolves
achangeof location fromtheoriginal permit
premises is sent to the county Board of
Electionswhichinturn, notifiesthe Divison of
the wet or dry statusof thearea. If thenew
locationis dry, theapplicantisnotified and
processing ceases. If the area is wet,
processing continues.

4. A physica inspection of the premises, or
proposed premises, and the surrounding area
isconducted by aDivision complianceofficer
to determineif thereareany institutionssuch
asschools, churches, playgrounds, librariesor
township parkswithina500 foot radius.



5. Authoritiesincontrol of ingtitutionswithin
a 500 foot radius are notified that an
applicationfor aliquor permit hasbeenfiled.

6. Locd legiddiveauthoritiesandinditutions
within a 500 foot radius are given the
opportunity to file objectionsto theissuance
of the permit and request ahearing.

7. If an objection is filed and a hearing
requested, the Division of Liquor Control
notifiesthe permit applicant by certified mail
astothedate, timeand place of the hearing.

8. Policerecordsof all transfer applicants,
including any five percent or more stockhol der
of acorporation, are checked.

9. Upon completion of processing, the
applicantisnotifiedto returnthe old permit
andidentification cardtothedivison. Thenew
permit isthen mailed to the new location or
New OWner.

10. Before atransfer can be approved, all
outstanding adminigrativeand legd issuesmust
beresolved.

What if | am unabletolocatea

businessfor salein my areathat
hasaliquor permit?

Ohio Revised Code Section 4303.29
providesfor thetransfer of aC-1, C-2, D-1, D-2,
D-3and D-5 permit fromamunicipal corporation
or the unincorporated areaof atownship where
the permitsof that classexceed the number of such
permitsauthorized, to an economic devel opment
project located in another municipal corporation
or inthe unincorporated areaof another township
in which no openings for permits of that class
exists. Thistypeof transferisknownasaTREX.

Factors Used to Determine the Designa-

tion of an Economic Development Proj ect

B Thearchitecturd certification of theplansand
the cost of the project;

B Thenumber of jobsthat will becreated by the
project;

B Theprojected earningsof the project;

B Theprojected tax revenuesfor the political
subdivisions in which the project will be
located;

B The amount of financial investment in the
project;

B Written acknowledgment at the time of
application from themunicipal corporationor
township that the proposed business is an
economic development project.

To apply for thistype of transfer, or if you have
guestions about any other permit related issue,
pleasefed freetocdl theLicensing Section at 614/
644-2431.

For information on quotaexempt permits, please
see Ohio Revised Code section 4303.181 or for
acompletelisting, seethe Divison'sweb site at
www.com.ohio.gov/ligr.
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